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Two EMU female faculty find
challenging outlet in Triathlon
competitions

By Amy E. Whtesall
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According to legend, the Ironman Triathlon started about 30 years ago,
when a bunch of Navy SEALs got in an argument about who was the fittes1
athlete. They devised a race that combined the two-mile Waikiki Rough
Water Swim, the Around Oahu Bike Race and the Honolulu Marathon. Do i1
all in a single day, they reasoned, and you can call yourself an Ironman.
Triathlon has taken on a life of its own since then. There are sprint
distances, Olympic distances, Half-Ironman races.
But the Ironman remains the gold
standard of individual endurance
races and, this fall, two Eastern
Michigan faculty joined the ranks
of Ironmen - or, in this case,
Ironwomen - who've swam 2.4
miles, biked 112 miles and run
26.2 miles in a single day. It was
the first Ironman for both
women, but probably not a last.
"It was actually kind of fun," said
Kristi Judd, an assistant professor
of biology who raced in the Sept
12 Wisconsin Ironman in
Madison, Wisc., and finished in
11:24.56, good for 10th in her
division. "I though it would be fun
to train for and fun to have
finished, but (the race) wasn't
nearly as bad as I though it was
going to be. There were people
cheering whole way. One thing
that stood out to me was how
much work goes into one of
these. There are so many
volunteers. You know the course
is 140 miles and cones line the
entire way."

SENSE OF ACCOMPLISHMENT: Krist
Judd, an EMU professor of biology,
is all smiles after completing the
Wisconsin Ironman Sep�. 12. Judd
placed 10th in her division. Photo
provided courtesy of Madison.com

Marketing professor Tammy McCullough, who raced in the Aug. 29
Louisville, Ky. Ironman had a similar reaction.
"I loved it," said McCullough, who finished 33rd in her division with a time
of 12:33.13. "I had fun the whole time. There was a little struggle on the
bike, but overall I really liked it. I've already talked to my kids about
whether to do it again, and they're all for it. I haven't talked to my
husband about it yet..."
McCullough's sons, Ryan and Reid VanDiepen, made up her "IronMom
Support Team," along with her husband, Ron VanDiepen. Seeing family
members at different points along the course was an immeasurable lift,
she said, but their support also goes back over the six months she spent
training for the race. There was no family vacation this past summer, and

lots of plans had to be adapted to her 10-to-20-hour-per week training
schedule.
For Judd, a former college
swimmer, training for the
Ironman gave her a good
excuse to do a lot of running,
biking and swimming
throughout the year. She
commutes to EMU by bike from
her home in Ann Arbor, so
some of her training is built int,
her workday. A mysterious
shoulder injury has kept her ou
of the pool a lot lately. She
wasn't even sure she'd be able
to complete the swim portion o
the race. But her swimming
background allowed her to
cruise through that part of the
race in relative comfort, even
after being bopped in the nose
by someone's flailing limb at
the start.
,____.�--------------' "The crowdedness is definitely .
ON THE RUN: Tammy McCullough, an little scary," she said. "There
EMU professor of marketing, receives are so many bodies going
encouragement from her son, Ryan, around the first buoy. It's like
this vortex that pulls you
during the 26 .. 2-mile run portion of
"
around.
the Louisville, Ky. Ironman
competition Aug. 29.

Judd, 36, said she's been
competing in triathlons off and on since she was 15. She kind of figured
the Ironman was something she'd do once, just to get it out of her system
But the top four to five competitors in her division qualified for the
Ironman World Championship in Kana, Hawaii. In a division with 116
people, a 10th- place finish has left her thinking about Kana.
"I thought this was a one-time deal, but I think I'll do more," she said.
McCullough, 44, competed in her first triathlon in 2004. A former softball
player, she'd never entered a race in any of the three disciplines before
that first triathlon.
"If I got a really good hit, I'd run to third base, but that was about it," she
said. "But, I'd just had two kids. I wanted to get back in shape and I like
doing those things. So, I signed up."
The top three in McCullough's division qualified for Kana, and, looking at
their times, she said she's just not in that class. But, she can imagine a
long future for herself in a sport where athletes wear their age almost
literally on their sleeve. Race staff mark triathletes' age on their leg, when
it's easy to see whenever they pass someone or get passed themselves.
McCullough said the 60- and 70-something competitors she's seen in race�
inspire her.
"At the Ironman, a 67-year-old man passed me," she said. "But, I didn't
feel too bad about that. He had a Kana jersey on, so I figured he probably
knows what he's doing. I paced with him for a while."

Liepman's research is funded by a $400,000 USDA grant that's split
between his lab at EMU and collaborators at the University of Rhode Island
and Michigan Technological University. A fourth researcher, at the
University of Copenhagen in Denmark, also collaborates on the project in
an advisory capacity.
"The folks in Rhode Island are really good at generating transgenic moss,"
Liepman said. "They provide the moss to us and we determine whether
new CSL proteins are being produced."
Michigan Tech conducts the carbohydrate analysis to determine if there are
differences in cell walls relative to regular moss.
As more and more plant genomes have been sequenced, Liepman says
researchers have been able to work backward from what's known to
connect different CSL families with the production of different
carbohydrates in plants.
"Just 10-15 years ago , we knew nothing about these genes," Liepman
said. "Now, we've characterized dozens of them. That's amazing progress.
And, as we become better at it, the pace is accelerating.'
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On the 200th anniversary of his birthday, Abraham Lincoln has paid a
month-long visit to the Eastern Michigan University campus.
Oct. 6, 2009 issue
Licoln interpreter,
Constitution
discussion highlight
Lincoln exhibit
By

Pamela Young
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A traveling exhibit, "Lincoln: The Constitution and the Civil War," made its
debut Sept. 8 and runs through Oct. 9 at EMU's Halle Library. Eastern
Michigan is the only Michigan university and one of only 25 locations in the
country to host the exhibit.
The National Constitution Center and the American Library Association
Public Programs Office organized the exhibit, with a major grant from the
National Endowment for the Humanities.
The display
examines the
start of
Lincoln's
presidency
and follows it
through the
Emancipation
Proclamation,
the end of the
Civil War and
the 13th
Amendment
that
constitutionally
banned
slavery in the
United States.
A LINCOLN INTERPRETATION: Fred Priebe, an
A large
Abraham Lincoln impersonator, provides an
selection of
related books interpretation of America's 16th president during a
Sept. 30 event at the Student Center Auditorium.
and maps
have been on Members of the Ypsilanti Community Band performed
Civil War-era music.
display and
available to the public to check out.

"What attracted us to this grant was the chance to engage both the
campus community and the public by hosting a timely exhibition," said
Robert Stevens, humanities librarian, who coordinated the program at
EMU, along with Randall Baier, multimedia resources, fine and performing
arts librarian. "Lincoln has always been an important and pivotal figure in
American history, but the difficult choices he had to make as he wrestled
with the Constitution are issues we still struggle with today."
To celebrate, the University hosted several special programs including an
opening reception, a workshop for high school students and a panel
discussion about Lincoln and the Constitution.
One of the main highlights was a presentation by Lincoln impersonator
Fred Priebe. Accompanying "Lincoln" was the Ypsilanti Town Band, which
played Civil War-era music, under the direction of Jerry Robbins, former
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EMU biology
professor studies
application of CSL
sequences for future
production of
biofuels and beyond
By Amy E. Whitesall
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Aaron Liepman's lab is part of a United States Department of Agriculture
project that could someday lead to more efficient production of everything
from biofuels to beer.
Current ethanol production relies on plants like corn and sugar cane. One
goal of Liepman's research is to expand the range of crops used for
biofuels to eventually include energy crops specifically engineered for the
job.
For the past several years, Liepman's research has focused on families of
genes, called cellulose synthase-like (CSL) sequences, which tells proteins
what kind of carbohydrates to make in the plant cell wall. Scientists think
there are hundreds of CSLs, though only a handful of the enigmatic genes
have been studied to date.
"Hopefully, this research will provide insight about
the carbohydrates produced by various plant
proteins," said Liepman, an Eastern Michigan
University biologist. "Eventually, that knowledge can
be harnessed to help us control the composition of
plant cell walls. But, before we can control this
process, we need to understand it. We're at the
understanding stage right now. Or, rather, the trying
to understand stage."
Liepman's lab is adding to that body of knowledge by
drawing connections between different CSL families
and the production of various plant cell wall
L.iepman
carbohydrates. In the long term, this research will
help scientists develop plants better suited to certain needs, and the
applications range far beyond biofuel.
The carbohydrates in question also affect things like properties of wood
pulp, the mechanics of textile fibers and the health effects of dietary fiber.
One CSL family, for example, is associated with a heart-healthy
carbohydrate called Beta-glucan that's found in grains. Genetically
engineered grains with higher levels of Beta-glucan could help cereal
companies produce breakfast cereals with more heart health benefits.
However, beer producers want barley grain containing less Beta-glucan
because that carbohydrate clogs filters used in beermaking.
Physcomitrella patens, the moss in Liepman's study, has just three CSL
families, making it a great vehicle for testing the effects of other genes.
Genetically, it's almost a blank slate.
"If we introduce a CSL from (another plant) into the moss and notice that
the moss now makes a different kind of carbohydrate, then we've learned
something very significant," Liepman said. "We know how another
carbohydrate is made. Those who are interested in making energy crops or
improving the biomass in crop can use this information. It can help them
determine which gene to target or to add."

dean of the College of Education.
Using Lincoln's actual remarks, Priebe spoke about secession, slavery and
the writ of habeas corpus. The audience clapped when he said, "The
government should do for the people only what they cannot do for
themselves. "
His anti-slavery remarks, based o n a legal point of view, also drew a round
of applause.
"Lincoln did not do things 'willy-nilly,"' said Priebe, an EMU alumnus ('85),
who has been portraying the 16th president since 1996. "He did things
very deliberately, always with the Constitution in mind and with what he
believed to be in the best interest of the nation over the long term."
To complement the "presidential" remarks, the town band played tunes by
various 19th- century composers, such as Stephen Foster and George
Frederick Root, on antique instruments. Their repertoire included well
known works like "Yankee Doodle," "Hail to the Chief," "Oh, Susanna," "My
Old Kentucky Home" and the Southern favorite, "Way Down in Dixie." Prior
to each piece, Robbins would explain the tune's history and provide
insights into its composer.
"People (the musicians) are interested in doing special occasions like this,"
said Marge Taylor, administrative manager at the College of Technology,
who has played French horn in the band for four years. "Some of the
musicians borrowed antique instruments and borrowed period vests and
other clothing from EMU's theatre program."
Taylor found she had to learn new fingering to play an antique E flat alto
horn.
"This instrument is different from my French horn, although it eventually
progressed to the French horn," she said.
"The combination of live dramatic performance and live music from the
Civil War period was really the attraction for me," Baier said. "We've all
heard 'Oh, Susanna,' and 'Yankee Doodle' many times. The educational
moment occurs when one's anticipation of the familiar melody is broken by
a different musical rendition."
Re-enactors representing the 21 st Michigan and the 17th Michigan Co. E
(the Normal Company) added to the concert's ambience. The 17th
Michigan was called the Normal Company because many of its soldiers
were from Michigan State Normal School, now Eastern Michigan.
A panel discussion, featuring moderator Linda Pritchard, professor of
history and interim department head of women and gender studies; Barry
Pyle, associate professor of political science; Steven Ramold, associate
professor of history and philosophy; and Ronald Woods, professor of
African-American Studies, concluded the activities on campus.
Many of the issues facing Lincoln, such as war and constitutional questions,
are similar to those facing today's presidency, said Pyle.
"Lincoln's use of the Constitution and the effects of his actions can be seen
today in issues like Guantanamo Bay," he said. "No other president has
been allowed to exercise the type of power that Lincoln had. He ran over
the Constitution. The Constitution is designed to limit the power of
government. Lincoln introduced the idea that, during crises, the president
can take actions that may violate the Constitution. "

Woods discussed how Lincoln is the quintessential American and that U.S.
history is still evolving from that time. In regards to enslaved people,
Woods said it would be far simpler if slavery was just an issue of exclusion
and inclusion, but it is not. It was more than economics. There also were
social and cultural problems surrounding slavery and the Southern way of
life.
As for the North, the country had to face the problem about what could be
done with 7 million newly freed persons. That was an issue, he said, that
was yet to be resolved.
"It always has been difficult to extract race from the core (issue)," said
Woods, who noted that one needs to reconcile a Lincoln who hated slavery,
but felt black Americans were inferior.
Although Priebe didn't agree with Pyle that Lincoln "ran over the
Constitution," he acknowledged that Lincoln "stretched his powers as
president. However, the Congress approved of virtually everything he did."
"As we celebrate the 200th anniversary of Lincoln's birth, we should
remember that, like all of our political giants from the past and present, he
was not perfect, " said Priebe. "He had a good heart, however, for his
fellow man, desired freedom for all and wished for all the opportunity to
make the most of their abilities."
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Ten faculty awarded
Faculty Research
and Creative
Activity
Scholarships for
fall/winter terms

Ten Eastern Michigan University faculty have been awarded Faculty
Research and Creative Activity Fellowships for the fall 2009 and winter
2010 terms.
Faculty award winners are released from their normal teaching schedule in
order to apply themselves to a carefully planned research or creative
project. Up to $3,000 also is available to each awardee for specific needs
associated with his or her project.
Fall Faculty Research and Creative Activity Fellows, their home
departments and project titles are:
Joan Cohen Jones (mathematics), "Visualizing
Elementary Math Methods."

By Ron Podell

Bradley E. Ensor (sociology, anthropology and
criminology), "Kinship and Political Economy in
Archaeology."
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Diane Porretta Fox (nursing), "A New Paradigm to
Examine Nursing Education Needs: Registered Nurses'
Perspective of Stressors and Coping Strategies Among
Recent Nursing Graduates."

Mansoor Moaddel (sociology, anthropology and criminology), "Ethnicity,
Sectarianism and People's Values: Lebanon after the Cedar Revolution."
Valerie Polakow (teacher education), "Children's Rights/Children's
Voices."
Tsu-Yin Wu (nursing), " A New Paradigm to Examine
Nursing Education Needs: Registered Nurses'
Perspectives of Stressors and Coping Strategies Among
Recent Nursing Graduates. "
Myung-sook Koh (special education), "A Pilot Study of
a Comprehensive Cognitive Therapy for Autism." Koh
will use 50 percent of her award in the fall and the
remaining 50 percent during the winter.
Winter Faculty Research and Creative Activity Fellows,
their home departments and project titles are:

Koh

Sam Fullerton (marketing), "An Assessment of the
Sentiment Regarding Perceived Breaches of Ethical
Standards of Conduct on the Part of Consumers as
Mediated by the size of the Aggrieved Firm and the Size
of the Financial Consequences Emanating from the
Consumers' Behavior."
Lois S. Mahoney (accounting and finance), "An

Mahoney

Examination of Voluntary Corporate Social Reporting
and Firm Profitability: A Canadian Investigation."

Jennifer L. Rice (economics), "The Impact of Economic Conditions and
Market Structure on Employer-Sponsored Health Insurance."
Fox and Wu are working together on their research project.
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Nutrition Tip: Boost
your immunity
through good
nutrition

Contributed by the
Office of Nutrition
Services
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With the cold/flu season coming up soon and the potential for an HlNl flu
outbreak (also known as the "Swine Flu"), it is especially important to
know what you can do to stay healthy. Along with washing your hands,
staying fit, and getting adequate sleep, what else can you do to minimize
your risk of getting sick?
Eat a well-balanced diet.
It sounds obvious, but
consuming all of the
required nutrients is
especially important for the
immune system to function.
A deficiency in just one
vitamin or mineral can
weaken immunity. Common
culprits are Vitamin A, C, D,
E and zinc deficiencies.
Fruits, vegetables, whole
grains and beans are good
sources of most of these
nutrients. For tips on
planning a balanced diet,
visit mypyramid.gov

MULTIPLE DEFENSES: Eating a well
balanced diet, taking a multivitamin,
skipping soda and eating yogurt can help
strengthen the body's immune system
agains the flu and other diseases.

Take a multivitamin, for
the same reason as
above. This is especially
important for vegetarians
who may not be getting adequate amounts of zinc and B vitamins in their
diets.

Skip the soda and choose water or decaffeinated tea instead.
Regular and diet sodas may contribute to bone loss later in life, and the
caffeine content may make you dehydrated. In contrast, tea has the added
benefit of containing phytochemicals that may strengthen the immune
system.
Eat yogurt and/or products fortified with pre- and probiotics. Live
bacteria in yogurt aid in the health of your gut, where more than 50 to 60
percent of your immune system is located. Check product labels for the
phrase "contains active cultures."
For more information, contact the EMU Office of Nutrition Services at 4876572 or e-mail them at chhs_nutrition@emich.edu
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ON THE MOVE: After catching a short pass from Eagle quarterback Kyle McMahon during the secon,
quarter, wide receiver Marvon Sanders looks upfield behind the blocking of tight end Ben Thayer (#81
and offensive guard Andy Fretz (#60). Sanders gained 21 yards on the play to give EMU a first down a
the Temple 35-yard-line. The drive ended in a field goal for the Eagles. Despite the score, the Eagle
eventually fell to the Owls 24-12 in their Homecoming game at Rynearson Stadium .

.....

FOCU§Liill

"")
·.--.. nnlrrrr:
·�· r1v·-a'J;,7;�·'·r·��
lL,,-..,....�\)�·��"'1 -·; �_.,"]�)�,
\'-·, ··..\.\:n1
11 1r·��
. , ..··..·!:.\,...�·
. . lL
11 1
· ·:I,. � .J ,
1

':,._

-·1 , '"-�' .

EMU HOMI

Oct. 6, 2009 issue

RELIVING COLLEGE MEMORIES: Helen (Grice) Aris(middle) poses with today's current Easter1
Michigan University cheerleaders and some potential future Eagle cheerleaders. Grice, a member o
the 1959 class and a cheerleader (photo inset, bottom right) at Eastern Michigan College (the last yea
EMU was designated a college), was in town for the Golden Years Reunion, which honored the 195 1
graduating class at Homecoming.
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PHYSICAL FIELD: Employees of Eastern Michigan University's Physical Plant created a miniatur,
version of the Rynearson Stadium football field in their offices. The goal post-and-turf motif resulted i1
the physical plant winning the office decorating contest for Homecoming. For their efforts, the physiccl
plant will receive a monetary donation to the department's fund, an office lunch and possession of th,
winner's plaque for one year.
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BLOWING OFF THE DOORS: The Office of Student Affairs and Enrollment Management, located i1
Welch Hall, took first place in the Homecoming door decorating contest. The Motown car them,
included various automobile cutouts with Student Affairs' employees seated in the classic cars. For it
efforts, Student Affairs and E nrollment Management will receive a monetary donation to th
department's fund, an office lunch and possession of the winner's plaque for one year •
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The Annual All-Campus Picnic had a change of scenery this year due to cold weather, but the move from outdoors
to the Student Center Ballroom did nothing to dampen the spirit or appetiites of Eastern Michigan University
faculty, staff and students. Some students decided to picnic in the lobby near the piano (pictured below) Some ke
numbers from the Sept. 29 event are:
Number of persons who attended 2,500
Hotdogs cooked 3,800
Potato chips 25 cases
Cookies served 250 dozen
Canned soda/bottled water 125 cases
Source: Andrea Chickonoski, Director, Special
Events and Pubic Engagement
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News Briefs
The following are news briefs about important activities and events occcuring on
campus.
Oct. 6, 2009 issue
News Briefs
By Ron Podell
• Annual Security
and Fire Safety
reports available
• Contemporary
Sculpture exhibit
• Contemporary
Painting Exhibit
• German-American
Day
• Safety and
Security Forum
scheduled Oct. 8
• Elderquest
Conference set for
Oct. 12-14
• Parents and Family
Weekend
• Distinguished
Faculty Awards
nominations
sought

lallll:arnlltla8

FICO��

• Annual Security and Fire
Safety reports available: A
copy of Eastern Michigan
University's Annual Security
Report and Annual Fire Safety
Report is now available. The
security report contains crime
statistics for the previous
three years (2006-2008)
concerning reported crimes
that occurred on-campus; in
certain off-campus buildings
or property owned or
A WATCHFUL EYE: Greg O'Dell, chief
controlled by Eastern
of EMU's Department of Public Safety,
Michigan University; and on
keeps watch during a home football
public property within, or
game at Rynearson Stadium. The
immediately adjacent to and annual security and fire safety
accessible from campus. The reports are now available.
report includes institutional
policies relating to campus safety, such as policies concerning sexual
assault and other matters. The report also includes the fire safety report
which contains statistics for the reported fires in University housing units
and fire safety systems in these buildings. Additionally, the report
contains policies and information concerning fire safety and reporting
procedures. A copy of this report can be obtained by contacting the
University's Department of Public Safety or by accessing the following
Web site:
http : //www.emich.edlJipublicsafety/current_'iearly_crime_stats.pdf
Contemporary Sculpture exhibit:
"Contemporary Sculpture", which shows
the work of eight established and
emerging sculptors who address current
issues, will be exhibited through Nov. 5, in
the University Art Gallery. The work will
address consumption, waste, science, the
body, war and commodization. A reception
is scheduled Tuesday, Oct. 6, 4-6 p.m.,
University Art Gallery. Exhibit curators
John DeHoog and Brian Nelson will give a
______________.] gallery talk, Tuesday, Oct. 6, 5 p.m.,
WOODEN SCULPTU RE: This
University Art Gallery. The exhibit is free
piece is one of many on display and open to the public. For more
as part of the "Contemporary
information, call Jennifer Locke, 487-0465,
Sculpture" exhibit, which runs 487-1077, or e-mail jlockel_@emich.edu
through Nov. 5 in University Art
Gallery, which is located in the -------------------,
•
Student Center.
exhibit: "Contemporary
Painting", an exhibit featuring

I

artists working in a variety WARM COLORS: This painting of a
of media and approaches,
folded blanket is part of the
is scheduled through Nov. 5 "Contemporary Painting" exhibit'
in Ford Gallery. Curated by which
EMU faculty Michael Reedy runs through Nov. 5 in Ford Gallery.
and Amy Sacksteder, and
featuring the work of local, regional and national artists, the exhibition
will investigate the role of painting in today's art world with no
restrictions on scale, media and subject matter. A reception is scheduled
Wednesday, Oct. 7, 4-6 p.m., Ford Gallery. The exhibit is free and open
to the public. For more information, call Jennifer Locke, 487-0465, 4871077, or e-mail jlockel@emich.edu
• German-American Day: The 5th Annual EMU German-American Day
will take place with a program Wednesday, Oct. 7, 4 p.m., at the Student
Center. This year's event commemorates the 20th anniversary of the fall
of the Berlin Wall, which led to the reunification of the two Germanies.
The program will be followed by an authentic German dinner with music
in the Student Center Ballroom. For more information, contact Margrit
Zinggeler, 487-0130, extension 1995.
• Safety and Security Forum scheduled Oct. 8: A Safety and Security
Forum is scheduled Thursday, Oct. 8, 4: 30-6 p.m., room 310A, Student
Center. The forum will include opening remarks from EMU President
Susan Martin; a public safety department update from Police Chief Greg
O'Dell; a RAVE System update from Pam Young, with University
Communications; a flu vaccine discussion with Ellen Gold, director of
University Health Services; and an emergency management office update
from Mark Wesley, director of the Emergency Management Office. For
more information, call the Department of Public Safety, 487-1222.
• Elderquest
Conference

ff
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Elderquest
1
will hosts its (i 1111,·d1i�17 S,·111�11:, ,,, 14;, 11/ /,:,,}!{ '
inaugural
ELDERLY ISSUES: EMU Elderquest will host its
conference inaugural conference on issues related to senior
on issues
citizens Oct. 12-14 in the Student Center.
that relate
to senior citizens, Oct. 12-14, in the Student Center. Speakers include
members from various community and professional organizations, such
as Elderwise and Catholic Social Services, as well as EMU faculty. Topics
include: "The Changing Status of Senior Centers," "Images of the Elderly
in Film" and "Volunteerism." The conference is free and open to the
public. For further information, contact IWAndrews at iwQjcik@emich.edu
or 487-0227.
• Parents and Family Weekend: Parents and family members of EMU
students are invited to enjoy a taste of a classic fall weekend at college,
Friday, Oct. 23, through Sunday, Oct. 25. Enjoy a wide array of free
campus cultural and athletic events. Attend special activities, including a
'Get Skoaled' mini-lecture series offered by some of EMU's best faculty
and designed particularly for parents and family members. Top it all off
with a warm welcome and a hearty meal at an EMU Family Welcome
Tailgate and football game. For more information, call 487-2268 or go to
http : /Jwww.emich.edu/campuslife/?p=orientation-parents
Distinguished Faculty
Awards nominations
sought: Nominations for the
2009 Ron W. Collins

Distinguished Faculty Awards
are now being sought. These
awards give the University
community the opportunity to
recognize outstanding faculty
who excel in their professional
academic life. Awards are
granted in the categories of:
Teaching I, Teaching II, Research I , Research II, Service to the
University and Creative Activity. The guidelines, deadlines and
nomination forms for the 2009 Ronald W. Collins Distinguished Faculty
Awards can be found on line at
http�/www.emich.eduL.publiyaaLfacult'l,html. Please share this
information with the appropriate people and/or committees within your
department or area. The awards will be presented at the Faculty Awards
Ceremony March 24, 2010. For questions, contact Akosua Dow at
adow3@emich.edu or call 487-0889.

DISTINGUISHED COMPANY: Distinguished
Faculty Award winners proudly display
their awards at the 2009 Faculty Excellence
Awards Luncheon in March. Nominations
are currently being sought for
Distinguished Faculty Awards in six
categories.
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Before relocating to Michigan in 1999, I had taught courses in teacher education at the University of Arkansas z
Little Rock. My specialty was reading and early childhood education. In my search for a new university affiliation i
Michigan, a family member showed me a flier on Eastern Michigan University's teacher education program the
had come across her desk.
Ironically, as I started visiting with the head of EMU's teacher education department and a reading faculty
member, I discovered that, at the University of Arkansas, I had taught from one of the same textbooks they were
using here. That let me know that I had fallen into the right place.
In my current position, I'm able to impact children through teaching college students who will one day be teachin�
in the classroom. When I was a practitioner, I could only impac: 30 young students a year. Now, each semester I
teach three or four reading courses with 25 students who will irfluence 30 students a year in their own
classrooms. It's a rewarding feeling to know that I can have an effect on so many students at this level.
In our department, we're encouraged and given opportunities t, J do service research and teaching. Because of my
experience as a practitioner, I look for programs that allow me to have direct contact with children in the
classroom and also provide valuable learning experiences for my students. I really enjoy those opportunities.
I'm also able to collaborate on projects with other faculty who have been practitioners in the field. I frequently
work with colleagues on conference presentations for organizat.ons such as the Michigan Association of Teacher
Educators and the Eastern Education Research Association.
Serving on committees has given me a different perspective of the campus. I really enjoyed serving on the

Common Reading Experience Book Selection Committee because it took me out of my immediate department.
Every year, the committee selects a book which all new freshmen students read and discuss during student
orientation. I also enjoy meeting new students when I participate in other campus activities, such as Freshman
Orientation/Fast Track and Minority Achievement, Retention and Success. - Contributed by Lisa Donovan
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